The exocyst meets the translocon: a regulatory circuit for secretion and protein synthesis?
The translocon is responsible for the translocation of proteins across the membrane of the endoplasmic reticulum into its lumen, whereas the exocyst acts at the other end of the secretory pathway, tethering secretory vesicles to the sites of exocytosis. Here, we discuss three independent lines of evidence that indicate surprising genetic, physical and functional interactions between the two complexes. Although much of the existing evidence is rather preliminary in nature, these interactions might serve to coordinate the biosynthetic capacity of the cell with the function of the secretory machinery.